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where esterned holy and inviolable: partlie through the justice and
godnes of princes, and partly at the reverence and motion of the head
Bishops. Which like as they make no promisse themselves, but they
do verye religiouslye perfourme the same, so they exhorte all princes
in any wise to abide by their promisses, and them that refuse or denye
so to do, by their pontificall powre and authentic they compel! thereto.
And surely they thinke well that it might seme a very reprocfaefull
thing, yf in the leagues of them which by a peculiare name be called
faithful, faith should have no place. But in that newe founde parte
of the world, which is scaselie so farre frome us beyond the line
equinoctiall, as our life and nianers be dissident from theirs, no trust
nor confidence is in leagues. But the mo and holier ceremonies the
league is knitte up with, the soner it is broken by some cavilla-
tion founde in the wordes, which many times of purpose be so
craftelie put in and placed, that the bandes can never be so sure nor
so strange, but they will find some hole open to crepe out at, and to
breake both league and trueth. The whiche craftye dealing, yea the
whiche fraude and deceite, if they should know it to be practised
among private men in their bargaines and contractes, they would in-
continent crie out at it with an open mouth and a sower countenaunce,
as an offense moste detestable, and worthye to be punnyshed with a
shameful! deathe: yea even very they that avaunce themselves
authours of lyke counsell geven to princes.
Wherfore it may wel be thought, either that al justice is but a
basse and a low vertue, and which avaleth it self farre under the
Mghe dignitie of kynges: Or at the least wise, that there be two
justices, the one meete for the inferiour sorte of the people, goynge
afote and crepynge lowe by the grounde, and bounde down on -every
side with, many bandes bycause it shall not run. at rovers. The other
a princelye vertue, which like as it is of much hygher majestic, then
the other pore justice, so also it is of much more libertie, as to the
which nothing is unlawfull that it lusteth after.
These maners of princes (as I said) whiche be there so evel
kepersof leagues, cause the Utopians, as I suppose, to make no leagues
at al, which perchaunce would chaunge their minde if they lived here.
Howbeit they thinke that thoughe leagues be never so faithfullye ob-
served and kepte, yet the custome of makynge leagues was very evell
begon. For this catiseth men (as though nations which be seperat
asondre, by the space of a litle hil or a river, were coupled together
by no societie or bonde of nature) to thinke themselves borne ad-
versaries and enemies one to another, and that it were lawfull for
the one to seke the death and destruction of the other, if leagues
were not: yea, and that after the leagues be accorded, friendship doth
not grow and encrese: but the licence of robbing- and stealing doth
styll remaine, as farfurth as for lack of forsight and advisement in